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Instructions to Authors 


1. To be considered for publication : 
@ Papers stressing experimental results 


@ Papers. of theoretical content leading to a higher level of understanding or 
inducing new experiments 


® Papers of experimental content, not dealing directly with evolutionary 
problems but having evolutionary implications that are clearly expressed. 


Review articles may be accepted in some cases. In all other cases, papers should present 
new and previously unpublished material. They should be suited to the character of 
the journal and should describe the work done and methods used in a clear and 
reproducible manner. The treatment should be as concise as possible. Papers that 
“tell a whole story”’ will be favored against papers that are too fragmentary. 


2. Manuscripts in duplicate should be sent to one of the managing editors. The original 
illustration material (original line drawings or photographs) and one set of copies 
should be submitted together with the manuscript. 


3. Papers should be written in English. In exceptional cases, papers in German or 
French will be accepted, but they must have an English translation of the title, and a 
very full English summary. Because of the interdisciplinary nature of the journal, 
authors should strive to avoid technical jargon and to define specialized terminology. 


4. Form and content should be carefully checked to exclude the need for corrections in 
proof. A charge will be made for changes introduced after the manuscript has been set 
in type. 


Preparation of Manuscripts 


5. Papers should be typewritten, double-spaced, on one side of letter size paper (approx. 
21 X 29.7 cm), with a wide margin on the left. All pages should be numbered 
consecutively. Tables and figures should be numbered serially, and captions to illustra- 
tions should be typed (double-spaced) on separate numbered sheets. 


6. The first page should bear: 

a) the title 

b) the initials and name(s) of the author(s) 

c) the name of the laboratory where the work was carried out 

d) a running title of not more than 72 characters, including spaces 
e) footnotes to the title 

f) the address to which the proofs should be sent 

g) data for keywords (max. 10 words) 

h) full postal address(es) of (all) the author(s). 


7. Summary. Each paper should be preceded by a summary of the main points (not 
more than 225 words). Papers in French and German should also have an extended 
summary in English, with a full English translation of the title. The summary should be 
intelligible to the general reader without reference to the text. Abbreviations should 
not be used in the summary. 


8. Small print. Text of secondary importance, including Material and Methods, should 
appear in small print and must be indicated with a vertical line and ‘“‘P”’ in the left 
margin. 


9. The bibliography should refer only to work cited in the text. References should be 
listed alphabetically under the first author’s name at the end of the paper. 


They should be cited as follows: 


a) journal papers —initials and names of all authors, name of the journal, volume 
number, first page number, year in brackets, e.g.: 

Brendel, M., Khan, N. A., Haynes, R. H.: Molec. Gen. Genetics 106, 289 (1970). 

b) books—names of author(s), full title, edition, place of publication, publisher, and 
year, €.g.: 

Gibbs, T., Charles, R. T.: Enzymes in membranes. In: The molecular structure of 
membranes. B. A. Selkirk, editor. p. 53. New York: Springer 1961. 


Cc) Citations in the text should be given in parentheses; e.g., (Huntley and Briarly, 1967), 
or (Carson, 1940; Hopkins, 1943), except when the author’s name is part of a sentence; 
e.g., “Harding (1968) reported that ...”’. When a paper with more than two authors is 
cited, all authors are named in the first citation, but subsequently only the first 
author is named; e.g., (Miller et al., 1963). 


10. Footnotes should be kept to a minimum and numbered consecutively throughout 
the paper. Footnotes to the title or authors of the article are marked by asterisks and 
placed on the title page. Footnotes to formulae are also marked by asterisks. 


11. Figures should be restricted to the minimum number needed to clarify the text. 
Information given in captions should not be repeated in the text and, similarly, the 
same data should not be presented in both graph and table form. Colored or previously 
published illustrations are not usually accepted. 

All figures, whether photographs, graphs, or diagrams, should be numbered consecu- 
tively throughout. Please submit on separate sheets. 

Material sent in should comprise: 

a) line drawings: clean lines of uniform thickness drawn in Indian ink on smooth white 
paper, Bristol board, or graph paper (blue or green), the whole about twice the size of 
the final block. Allowance should be made for inscriptions on a drawing, as they appear 
in print, to be about 2 mm high. For example, if the final reduction is to be 1/,, the 
height of the letters in the original drawing should be 4 mm. 

b) photographs: sharp, well-contrasted glossy prints trimmed at right angles. Authors 
should mark photographs with Letraset (Instant Lettering) or, if this is impossible, 
inscriptions should be indicated on a transparent overlay taped over the photograph. 
This overlay can also show where margins should be trimmed or areas of special 
importance to be noted by the art studio. The end points of marker lines and arrows 
should be indicated by a fine needle prick in the original. Authors should not write 
on the surface of a photograph with a lead pencil or pen. Requirements as to reduced 
scale should be written on the back of the original photograph with a soft pencil. 
Where possible, photographs should be grouped, bearing in mind that the display 
area in the Journal is 122 x 195 mm. 


12. Captions. Each figure should be briefly and clearly described. Remarks like: ‘For 
explanation, see text’’ are not adequate. Captions are a part of the text and should 
be appended to it. 


13. Mathematical equations should clearly typewritten so that the printer can interpret 
them properly. 

All letters contained in formulae as well as single letters in the text are automatically 
set in italics and, therefore, do not have to be underlined. Hence, abbreviations that 
appear in formulae and are to be set in Roman type (the type normally used for the 
text) should be specially marked by underlining in yellow, if possible. 

It will be helpful to the printer if Greek characters ave underlined in ved. Small letters 
should be underlined once and capital letters twice; this applies also to Latin letters in 
formulae (in pencil). Boldface type (heavy type) should be marked by wavy under- 
lining. 

Sates and superscripts should be clarified by caret and inverted caret marking: /Z, 
iq; a subscript to a subscript by 4. 


Obscure primes and dots must be called to the attention of the printer. Mark very 
clearly: number 1 and letter /; zero and letter O, 0; e and J; n, u and v; primes and 
apostrophes. Use fractional exponents instead of root signs and the solidus (/) for 
fractions wherever their use will save vertical space, exp ( ) notation when the exponent 
is complicated. 


All equations must be numbered sequentially in arabic numerals in parenthese on the 
right-hand side of the page. 


Abbreviations, Symbols, Units, etc. 


14. The authors should follow internationally agreed rules, especially those adopted by 
the commission on Biochemical Nomenclature: European J. Biochem. 1 (1967) 259, 
375 and 379; 2 (1967) 1 and 127; 3 (1967) 129; 5 (1968) 1. Reprints of these rules are 
available from Waldo E. Cohn, Director, NAS-NRC Office of Biochemical Nomen- 
clature, Biology Division, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, P.O. Box Y, Oak Ridge, 
Tenn. 37830, U.S.A. 


The journal will essentially follow the rules defined in ‘‘ Suggestions and Instructions to 
Authors” published in 1965 by Biochimica et Biophysica Acta. 


Ad hoc abbreviations for the names of chemical substances should only be used when 
it is advantageous to the reader (not to the author). The names of enzymes should not 
be abbreviated. 


A list of less common abbreviations may be printed as a footnote on the title page 


